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“The Newspaper
of the East Side”

When will the madness end? The 
city says November, but many of us 
suspect otherwise. As an Upper 
Swede Hollow resident, I’ve tried to 
be patient amid the endless street 
closures. But our local businesses? 
They need some love. Let’s rally and
put hard-earned cash into the hands 
of the folks most inconvenienced by 
this latest round of construction.

On East 7th Street

·Cafeto Shop, 806 E 7th St. Cozy 
coffee, plants, and a beautiful mural.

·Carbone’s Pizzeria, 680 E 7th St. 
A longtime East Side pizza shop.

·Eagle and Condor Native Wellness
Center, 790 E 7th St. Healing 
products and services. 

·La Cabaña, 863 E 7th St. Mexican
seafood and generous portions.

·La Michoacana Purepecha, 809 E 
7th St. Ice cream, paletas, and your 
reward for braving the detours.

·Mañana Salvadoran Restaurant, 
798 E 7th St. Pupusas and a warm 
welcome. 

·Mississippi Market Co-op, 740 E 
7th St. Groceries, deli, and local 
goods.

·The Patron Barber, 806 E 7th St., 
Suite 100. Pair a fresh cut with a 
coffee from Cafeto. 

·Roots Café, 788 E 7th St. Coffee, 
community, and local art.

·Taqueria Los Paisanos, 825 E 7th 
St. Tacos, tamales, and mulitas.

Just Off 7th

·CrowBar, 704 Minnehaha Ave E. 
Artsy eclectic vibe, creative 
cocktails.

·Eagles Club 33, 287 Maria Ave. 
An old-school neighborhood club.

·Saint Paul Brewing, 688 
Minnehaha Ave E. A brewpub in the 
old Hamm’s complex.

More Ways to Help

Spending isn’t the only way to 
help. Leave a glowing review. Order 
takeout directly instead of through 
delivery apps. Tip a little extra. Tell 
friends the pupusas are worth the 
drive. And give frazzled servers 
some grace. They’ve been dodging 
jackhammers, too.

The orange cones will eventually 
disappear. Let’s make sure our 
favorite neighbors are still here 
when they do.

Support East 7th Businesses and More During Construction
Mandy Okonek

Keep It Open
East 7th St.

Construction
Crawl

ESABA

Buy a  Button  (pictured  below) for  $5
from Participating Businesses  and get $5

in  Construction  Bucks  while  supplies
last. Let's Keep It Open!

And get additional deals at venues:
CrowBar—Bring a Button and a receipt

from an East 7th business and receive a
complimentary  taster  of  one  of  our
house-made Volière spirits

The Eagles Club—Bring a Button and a
receipt  from an  E  7th  business  and  re-
ceive a free drink—look for the coupon
by the bar.
esaba.org/business/keep-it-open-on-
e7th/?cat=East+7th&map-open=true

Kellogg-Third
Street Bridge is

Opening in
November

City of Saint Paul

The new Kellogg-3rd Street Bridge is
anticipated to open to vehicles, pedestri-
ans,  and  bicyclists  by  November  15,
2026. To open the bridge as soon as pos-
sible,  residents  should  anticipate  con-

struction activities to continue into 2027,
including installing railing in some loca-
tions,  landscape  restoration,  and  other
clean up activities.

In anticipation of the opening, a Com-
munity Celebration and Ribbon Cutting
Ceremony  was  planned  for  Saturday,
October  24.  This  family-friendly  event
invited  people  to  walk,  bike,  or  roll
across the new bridge. There were also
areas on the bridge deck that featured lo-
cal  community organizations  and  busi-
nesses. The Ribbon Cutting was held at
the  east  end  of  the  bridge  at  Mounds
Boulevard at 11:15.

Visit the Saint Paul
Eagles Club this

Fall!
Stephanie Harr

Steak  night  ($10  steak  dinner  and  $5
burgers)—every Wednesday (except  the
night  before
Thanksgiving)

Karaoke—Every
Friday

Potluck  party—
every  Vikings
game

Halloween
Karaoke—Octo-
ber  30  (costume
prizes)

Halloween  Party
with  live  music
and  costumes—
October 31

Sip  and  Paint  watercolor  class—No-

vember 3
Pub Quiz Trivia—November 5
Live music with the Elderberries—No-

vember 7
Live  Music  with  Velahsa—November

14
Buzz Mic Open Mic night—November

17
Unwind  and Weave—Branch  Loom

Weaving Workshop - November 19
Live  music  with

the  Get  Up  Mon-
days—November
21

Visit  our  web-
site for more details
at Eagles33.com

Coming  soon—
Your  neighborhood
holiday  destination
—Jingle  Bar  at
the Eagles Club!
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Friends of Swede Hollow
  
   If you have a passion for history and
preserving nature, please join us for  our
monthly meeting.
 Meetings will be held at the East Side Ea-

gles Club at 287 Maria Ave. at 6 p.m. on the
second Tuesday of every month. Next meet-
ing: November 10.
 Meetings are  an excellent  resource for

park  updates  and  events.  For  more  up-
dates,  email  Michel  at  friends.swedehol-
low@gmail.com, follow us on Facebook,
or visit friendsofswedehollow.org. 

Dayton's Bluff District
Forum Board Meeting

The Forum  is seeking writers and help
with online content, idea generation, and
ad sales.

If  you'd like  to  attend,  email  daytons-
bluffdistrictforum@gmail.com for more
information.  

We are currently meeting at the Dayton's
Bluff Library.

Our  next  meeting  will  be  Friday,  No-
vember 6 from 11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.

Police Community 
Meetings

The  Eastern  District  Saint  Paul  Police
hosts their monthly meetings for commu-

nity members at the Eastern District Po-
lice Office at 722 Payne Avenue, on the
corner of Payne and Minnehaha Avenues.

The  meetings  are intended as a time to
learn,  listen,  and  address  people’s  con-
cerns about crime and other issues on the
East  Side.  Police  meetings  are held at  9
a.m. and 6 p.m.  on the third Tuesday of
each month.  Bring your neighbors! 

Call Robyn Brewin at 651-266-5580 or
email  RobynBrewin@StPaul.gov.  to en-
sure the meetings have not been canceled.

New National Suicide
Prevention Hotline 

Number

988  has  been  designated  as  the  new
three-digit  dialing  code  that  will  route
callers to the National Suicide Preven-
tion Lifeline. Text or Dial.  988 was re-
cently launched as an alternative to call-
ing 911. 

      Xcel Phone Numbers

Gas  Leak:  800-895-2999. Power  Out-
age: 800-895-1999.

Call 811 before you dig: Before starting
that roto-tiller or heaving that shovel into
the ground for anything, call 811. 

At no charge, Xcel  will  have a trained
technician check the area on your proper-
ty or on the boulevard to make sure there
are no wires, pipes, or other hidden sur-

prises  in  the  designated  digging  area.
Usually,  someone  checks  within  a  day,
marking  the  'no-dig'  area  with  painted
lines, and everyone is safe! 

Dayton's Bluff Community
Council Board of Directors

Meeting

  The Dayton's Bluff Community Council
is  inviting  everyone  to  attend  the  meet-
ing on  November  16,  6:30  to  7:30
p.m. at  Dayton's  Bluff  Rec  Center,  800
Conway Street. 

Come meet your neighbors,  share your
ideas,  hear  from others,  and elect  board
members. Your voice matters!

 Welcome address from the Board Presi-
dent,  remarks  from other  local  officials,
and open discussion with your neighbors
and board members are on the schedule.
Looking forward to seeing you and serv-
ing  your  neighborhood  needs.  All  are
welcome.  

Free Legal Services for
Low-Income People

  Call Southern Minnesota Regional Legal
Services at 1-888-575-2954 or go to 
smrls.org to see if you qualify for free le-
gal  assistance  with:  family  law,  govern-
ment  benefits,  housing,  education,  se-
niors,  and  more. You  can  also  call  if
you're behind on your bills, having prob-

lems with credit or creditors, or have oth-
er civil legal issues, etc. If an interpreter is
needed, SMRLS will provide one. 

Hours:  Monday  through Friday,  9  to
11:45 a.m.; 1 to 3 p.m. 

Coming  in  December:  A  Christmas
Carol. More details next month.

The Historic Mounds Theatre is located
at  1029  Hudson  Road,  St.  Paul,  MN
55106; 651-772-2253;
historicmoundstheatre@gmail.com.

Chess Club

Come  join  us  at  Karibu  Grocery  and
Deli, located at 719 Payne Ave. in St. Paul
for a weekly game of chess. All levels are
welcome.  We  play  every  Wednesday
from 6-9 p.m.  

Letter to the
Editor:

I Smell a Skunk

Am I the only one who feels like there
is an awful lot of whining being done by
some  members  of  our  Police  Depart-
ment. Nothing I have read strikes me as
needing a lawsuit or heaven forbid, our
Mayor,  Kaohly  Her's  resignation.  What
are the real reasons lurking behind all of
this drama?

Mayor Her is the first female mayor of
St. Paul and also the first Asian Ameri-

can to lead the city. She won the popular
vote based on her relatability to us; she
listens.  Unfortunately,  the  warmth  and
vulnerability that  is  so refreshing  to  us
are  seen  as  weaknesses  by  others  who
are exploiting them.

It was especially disheartening to read
Councilwoman  Molly  Coleman's  re-
marks regarding the supposed  offenses.
Responsible  representatives  don't  make
hasty assumptions. There has been much
said  about  non-transparency  regarding
the  charges  but  maybe  this  is  the  best
they have aside from all of the legalese.

Michel Taylor, 
Friends of Swede Hollow Neighbor-

hood Association, Chairperson

Save the Dayton's
Bluff Library

Jane Prince

It was a pleasure to attend the communi-
ty meeting Councilmember Johnson orga-
nized  to  celebrate  saving  our  Dayton’s
Bluff Library—and to plan how to keep
it.  It was reassuring to hear from Metro
State University President Ginny Arthur,
who reaffirmed the university’s long-term
commitment to our neighborhood.

She  noted  that  Metro  State  opened  in
Dayton’s  Bluff  26  years  ago  with  core
values  rooted  in  community  service.
When the public library opened on cam-

pus  in  2004,  Metro  State  students  and
staff got involved in joint programming,
homework help, tutoring, book clubs, and
more.  These  activities  ended  during
COVID and the shift to online learning.

After the meeting, I reached out to Pres-
ident Arthur about rebuilding that vitality.
She is eager to explore new ways to bring
neighborhood  families,  children,  seniors
—and Metro students, faculty, and staff—
back into the library.

“Our  desire  is  to  develop  meaningful
ways  to  build  community  through  the
Dayton’s Bluff Public Library.” And she
urged all of us—the City and the neigh-
borhood—to see Metropolitan State Uni-
versity not as its landlord, but as its part-
ner.

TriLingua Cinema Has a
Permanent Home

Trilingua Cinema

TriLingua Cinema's 36-seat Micro Cine-
ma is now located in the basement of the
East Side Freedom Library, 1105 Green-
brier  Street,  a  historic  Carnegie  Library
building.  This  is  our  first  permanent
home after six years as a pop-up. Featur-
ing 5.1 surround sound, we showcase in-
dependent first-run films, local filmmak-
ers,  documentaries,  family  favorites,
repertory  classics,  multilingual  cinema,

and more. Our entrance is located on the
Jessamine side of the building. We can't
wait to welcome you to the movies.

TriLingua Cinema brings people togeth-
er through the magic of the movies. Our
name means “three tongues,” a nod to the
main three languages spoken in East Side
Saint Paul: English, Spanish, and Hmong.
Since 2020, we’ve worked as a group of
friends, neighbors and volunteers hosting
free and low cost pop up film screenings.
We  show all  kinds  of  movies  with  the
goal of creating community and have fi-
nally  realized  our  long-term  vision  of
opening  a  stand-alone  brick  and  mortar
cinema for all East Siders. 
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Discovering Art at
Your Library

Dayton's Bluff Library

The  Mobile  Library  now  stops  at
Mississippi Market on East 7th Street!
Every  other  Friday  from  11:30  a.m.  -
12:30 p.m., visit the new Mobile Library
stop  in  the  Mississippi  Market  parking
lot where you can do almost everything
you  could  at  any  library  building—
browse  books  and DVDs,  return  items,
make  a  library  card,  or  pick  up  your
holds. On a warm, sunny day, you might
find an arts and craft activity for kids! To
find  out  more  and  check  the  schedule,
visit sppl.org/mobile-library.

Looking for more creative experiences?
The  Dayton’s  Bluff  Library’s  Micro
Gallery is  a space that  highlights  local
artists  on  the  small  scale.  For  the  past
five years, the Micro Gallery has show-
cased a new artist each month. View the
newest collection or consider displaying
your own art. If interested, send an email
to daytonsbluff@ci.stpaul.mn.us.

Continue  a  journey  through  arts  by
checking out The Gordon Parks Collec-
tion at  Dayton’s  Bluff  Library.  Gordon
Parks,  author,  photographer,  filmmaker,
and composer, started his celebrated ca-
reer while he was living on the East Side
of Saint Paul. Explore his vast body of

work  that  spans  his  long  career.  While
checking out the collection at the library,
be sure to stop by Metro State’s Gordon
Parks Gallery, “Retraced Steps: Inspired
by  Gordon  Parks”  which  features  art-
work by Steve Ozone. This exhibit will
run through November 12 and is open to
the  public  Monday-Thursday  1-7  p.m.
and Saturdays 11-5 p.m.

 
Free Community Events at the Library
Teen  Tuesdays (D&D,  Teens  Know

Best,  Teens  Writers  Guild)  –  Tuesdays,
6:30  –  8  p.m.  Dedicated  time  for  teen
programming. 

Dayton's Bluff Book Club -  Wednes-
day,  November  4,  6-8  p.m.  For  those
who love reading diverse books by local
authors and discussing them with a group
of  dedicated  readers.  Learn  more  at
libguides.metrostate.edu/dbbc

FunLab! Saturdays, 2:30 – 4 p.m. Fea-
turing 3D Polar Bears, Galaxy Jars, and
Hello  Kitty.  This  STEAM drop-in  pro-
gram is designed for ages 7-11. 

Adult  Dungeons  and  Dragons  -
Thursday, November 19, 6 – 8 p.m. Ev-
ery third Thursday, open to first time ad-
venturers and seasoned dungeoneers.

Adult Art Class -  Monday, November
23,  6-7:30.  Try  a  new art  project  each
month at our Art Class for adults at Day-
ton's Bluff Library! 

Find more events at Dayton’s Bluff Li-
brary at sppl.org/locations/DB.
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Past November Events
Written by Steve Trimble November 2022,

an excerpt from Historical Events in
November 

Submitted by Michel Taylor

On  November  17,  1927,  St.  Paul  ap-
proved a plan for a 100-foot steel tower
to be erected as an airway beacon in Indi-
an Mounds Park. Over 600 airway bea-
cons were constructed between 1923 and
1933  to  help  pilots  find  their  way  on
night flights by following the lights from
city to city.

In  1929 this  100-foot  tower  was  con-
structed  in  Indian  Mounds  Park  a  little
west  of  Earl  Street.  It  was  designed  to

light  the  way  between  St.  Paul  and
Chicago and ever since has been a local
landmark.  Ironically  in  that  same  year,
radio range systems began to replace the
visual systems.

The rotating beacon features a 24-inch
mirror  that  spins  at  six  revolutions  per
minute.  In  clear  weather it  can be seen
for 40 miles.

The Smithsonian wanted to remove the
beacon, the last of it's kind, to their muse-
um  but  community  people  resisted  the
move. The beacon was restored between
1994-1995. The revolving light was tak-
en down and refurbished. A modern red
and white color scheme on the tower was
stripped off and was replaced by the orig-
inal  black  and  chrome  yellow  color
scheme. An interpretive marker now sits
near Mound's Boulevard.

Safe Support for All
Ramsey County

If you or someone you know is ex-
periencing  domestic  violence,  Cal-
l4All – Safe Support for All connects
victims  and  survivors  to  resources.
Learn  more:
ramseycountyMN.gov/Call4All

Si usted o alguien que conoce sufre
violencia  doméstica,  Call4All  –
Apoyo  seguro  para  todos  conecta  a
las víctimas y los sobrevivientes con
los  servicios  de  apoyo.  Para  saber
más: ramseycountyMN.gov/Call4All

Keg and Case Gets a New Life, Plans Underway
Minnesota Spokesman-Recorder Facebook Page

A historic St. Paul building is about to get a new life, and local Black ownership is
leading it.

Sponsored by GroundBreak Coalition: Keg House Commons, a $3.2 million fit-
ness, wellness, arts and event hub in the Jacob Schmidt Brewing Company Keg
House on West Seventh, is expected to open later this month. Element Boxing and
Fitness will anchor the space, joined by a sports lounge, a 500-person event venue,
LifeJuices and a new coffee vendor.

Developer Dalton Outlaw wants it to be a place where people connect, belong and
share experiences.

Hourcar, Evie, and
EV Spot Chargers

The recent  announcement  that  Hour-
car was ceasing operation as of October
15  means  that  people  will  no  longer
have access to electric vehicles provid-
ed by the Hourcar and Evie Careshare
programs. 

The Chevrolet Bolts that could be ac-
cessed through the Evie Carshare pro-
gram were often seen parked at one of

the  many  EV Spot  Network  chargers
that  have been built  in Dayton's  Bluff
and other parts of the East Side, a few
as recently as this past summer.

Although  the  cars  will  be  gone,  the
EV Spot Network chargers will remain
operational for residents to charge their
personal electric vehicles. The Network
is owned and operated by the cities of
Saint Paul and Minneapolis, powered in
partnership  with  Xcel  Energy.   They
will  continue  to  support  and  maintain
the EV Spot Network stations.

Answers on page 5

                                                    

@givemn.org/organiz
ation/Hopewell-
Communications-
Incorporated
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Subscribe to the Forum 
Interested in keeping up with hot news?  Send your email address to

daytonsbluffdistrictforum@gmail.com and request  to  subscribe to  the
Forum for free every month.  
Even if we don't print every month, there will be an online issue. 

Dayton's Bluff District Forum
1368 Minnehaha Ave. E., St. Paul, MN 55106

E-mail: daytonsbluffdistrictforum@gmail.com

While we are not currently printing, the paper is always available online at  day-
tonsbluffdistrictforum.org. This  publication of Hopewell Communications, Inc.,
is intended to provide a forum for the ideas and opinions of its readers and to be an
instrument for developing community awareness and pride. Signed articles do not
necessarily represent the views of the Forum. Material from this paper may be re-
published if it is attributed to the Dayton's Bluff District Forum and to the author,
if any.  Articles and letters to the editor are welcome and may be emailed to day-
tonsbluffdistrictforum@gmail.com,  or  mailed to  the address above. The  Day-
ton's Bluff District Forum is delivered to businesses in the Dayton's Bluff neigh-
borhood when the budget permits. To find out where you can pick up a printed is-
sue, send an email to the address above. 

Board of Directors: Greg Cosimini, Karin DuPaul, Sage Holben, Steve Trimble

Editor/layout: Allison Lund-Zalewski; Editorial Associate: Mark Gallagher

Staff: Mandy Okonek, Jessy Rehmann, Michel Taylor

Next issue: December.  Deadline for content November 10. 

Board & Committee
Sign-Ups are Open

Twin Cities Unhoused Union 

The  Twin  Cities  Unhoused  Union  is
building  its  leadership  —  and  we
want you at the table. 

We’re  now  signing  people  up  for:
• The Freedom from the Streets Board —
our  leadership  board:  sets  direction,
makes decisions, leads the movement. 

For members ready to recruit and lead,
not just follow. 

The  Housing  Justice  Committee  —
drives  our  housing  campaigns:  No
More Sweeps and Win the Building (the

100-unit Practice House). 
The Mental Health Committee — sup-

ports  the  wellness  and  mental
health of members and the community.  

Sign  up  here:
docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc8
fjyMbn9XfC8mKmE0VdHo82kaIBfe-
cisTvdXSp7b2jrlKhw/viewform
 Tell us what you’re good at — we need
every skill in this fight. 

By the people, for the people, with the
people. 

Twin Cities Unhoused Union
freedomandservices@gmail.com

763-900-7118

Ramsey County
Effectively Ends
Chronic Veteran
Homelessness 

Ramsey County 

After a decade of targeted outreach and
multi-agency  collaboration,  Ramsey
County  has  officially  become  the  10th
and final jurisdiction in Minnesota to de-
clare an effective end to veteran home-
lessness. 

County staff and leaders joined commu-
nity  partners,  Minnesota  Governor  Tim
Walz and others  on Oct.  13 to  observe
this  important  milestone.  Earlier  in  the
month, the Minnesota Interagency Coun-
cil  on  Homelessness  (MICH)  reviewed
data  showing  Ramsey  County  and  its
partners  had  built  a  system  that  meets
four qualifying benchmarks: 

• Zero  chronic  and  long-term
veteran homelessness. 

• Adequate housing capacity. 
• A  commitment  to  Housing

First principles. 
• An average turnaround time of

less than 90 days to move veter-
ans into permanent housing. 

Since  2015,  Heading  Home  Ramsey
and its partners in the Veterans Core Col-
laborative  have  utilized  a  Veterans
Homeless  Registry  and  collaborative
model that has helped them connect over
800 veterans experiencing homelessness
with the services and support they need
to find and maintain stable housing.

This declaration does not mean a veter-
an  will  never  experience  homelessness
again.  Instead,  it  means the  county has
established a system that quickly identi-
fies  unhoused  veterans  and  transitions
them into permanent housing.

The  Veteran  Core  Collaborative  plans
to shift  its  focus toward long-term pre-
vention by addressing the root causes of
housing  instability  before  they  happen.
Moving forward, the collaborative hopes
to  apply  this  successful  model  to  help
other  vulnerable  populations  across  the
state.

Resources for veterans experiencing or
at risk of homelessness

Minnesota Assistance Council for
Veterans

833-222-6228
MDVA LinkVet at 1-888-546-5838
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Friends of the
Forum  2026

Make a donation today! 

John Vaughn

Sofia Santana

Richard and Georgette
Kleinbaum

Diane May

Kristenza Nelson

Kathy Sidles

Samuel Carey

Stephen Wunrow

Amanda and Gunnar Johnson 

Rebecca Noecker

Anne Kelly

Joe and Joann Nathan

Birdie Golden

Ryan J Dusil  

Greg Cosimini

Jane Prince

Sergio Cuellar

Friends of the Forum

Dear Reader,

The Dayton's Bluff District Forum has been a volunteer-run newspaper since the 1980s and has always operated on a minimal budget. Each 
issue costs around $1,000 to produce per month. We have found a new printer and have adjusted the cost to print each month.  

For the past three years we have been soliciting donations through our Friends of the Forum program. Thanks to the donations from readers like you, we have 
been able to keep the paper up and running. If you value this community source of information, please consider filling out the form below. Any amount is 
appreciated; you may also make memorial donations, or include the Forum in your legacy planning. If you have been our Friend in the past, please consider 
making a tax-deductible donation in 2026. Our goal for 2026 is $2,500; will you help us reach our goal?

Yes, I will become a Friend of the Forum. My tax-deductible check is enclosed, for:

$100    $50     $25     Another amount _____
Would you like to receive the online-only issues via email?    Yes___   No____

Or give online: givemn.org/organization/Hopewell-Communications-Incorporated

Name_________________________________________ Email_________________________________________ 
Phone________________________________________

Address_______________________________________ City, State, ZIP_________________________________

Make checks payable to: Dayton's Bluff District Forum and mail to 1368 Minnehaha Ave. E., St. Paul, MN 55106. For more information, 
daytonsbluffdistrictforum@gmail.com.

Thank you for your support!

Dayton's Bluff Rec
Center Gets a New

Athletic Court
Saint Paul Dept. of Parks and Recreation 

Construction began on Tuesday, September
29 at Dayton's Bluff Rec Center for the 2026
Courts  Improvements  Project.  The  City  of
Saint Paul Department of Parks and Recre-
ation secured funding to construct a new ath-
letic court at Dayton's Bluff Recreation Cen-
ter (Ward 7, District 4). The primary scope
of work for the project is the construction of
a new basketball court and related amenities.

The  current  skateboard  park,  which  re-
placed the previous tennis courts, will be re-
placed  with  a  basketball  court  and  a  new
concrete-surfaced skateboard park that  will
replace  the  old  asphalt  one.  There  will  be
eight-foot fences on the east and west sides
of the basketball court with a four-foot fence
on the south side. The layout of features of
the the skateboard park haven't been deter-
mined yet. New paths and benches will also
be installed in the area. 

The project, which is funded by the Capital
Improvement  Budget  (CIB)  and  by  the
Common Cent Sales Tax, is scheduled to be
completed by the spring of 2027.

View From My
Porch

Thoughts, Sights, and
Sounds of a

Neighborhood
Sage Holben

 

I had intended to write about Saint Paul’s
2026—20?? ongoing “Lights Out” event. I
have  made  many,  many  phone  calls  and
electronic requests for basic data, i.e. tally
of streetlights  and possible  district  break-
downs, how many have had wires cut, how
many times.  I’m being given the impres-
sion of a reluctance in sharing, or such data
is not kept—hard to believe. 

Also, I have been asking for the number

of  arrests  or  otherwise  detained  and
moved  through  the  legal  system;  and,  of
the  above,  how many fines  (and  average
amount  of  fine),  and  how  much  work-
house/jail time given to each.  I was given
one  arrest  number  (with  a  start  and  end
date for total) and when I shared it with an-
other  knowledgeable  person  I  was  told
with a laugh it was way off. I’m still seek-
ing answers and confirmation.

As a result of this “Lights Out” program,
please  consider  the  safety  of  nighttime
drivers and pedestrians (not so much nefar-
ious  wanderers  who  prowl  the  darkness)
and especially emergency responders. Re-
flective address numbers on your house or
business may not be enough to keep people
from tripping or  falling on your steps  or
our  broken,  public  sidewalks.  Please  add
additional lighting if necessary, to focus on
the house numbers. Solar  units  are  avail-
able  specifically for  this  purpose.  I’ll  bet

your Door Dash or Amazon delivery per-
son  would  appreciate  this;  I  see  people
wandering from house to house as late as
10 p.m. searching for the correct address.

Speaking  of  broken  public  sidewalks:
I’ve had some very pleasant and informa-
tive conversations lately with Public Works
employees. Thank you, Maui, Howie, Tim,
and Jericho.

Jericho,  my  latest  contact,  happened  to
stop  out  front  and  was  checking  out  our
decades-old  broken,  heaving  sidewalk.  I
learned about the sidewalk grinder  (no, it
is not a dance, nor a hero sandwich). With-
in a day his crew was out here giving our
sidewalks temporary fixes, ensuring safety
of walkers and wheels. It’s not permanent,
but it’s safer and sidewalk replacement is
coming. Jericho is Field Superintendent of
Street  Maintenance.  His  contact  info  is
651-266-9700;  email:  Jericho.Huggar@-
ci.stpaul.mn.us


