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“The Voice of the Community”

North Street Community
Garden celebrates
second season
Marilyn McGriff
Special to the Forum
For the second year in a row, the va
cant lot owned by the city of St. Paul on
North Street is being transformed into a
community garden. After last year’s suc
cessful start, more raised beds have been
added to accommodate more gardeners.
On Friday, May 4, a crew arrived at
the garden site to begin the expansion
work. Sixteen volunteers, all employees
from Allianz, worked throughout the day
as part of the company’s support of com
munity projects. Not only did Allianz
provide the muscle power for the day,
the company provided sponsorship dol
lars to Twin Cities Rebuilding Together.

Another successful
year for the
Minneapolis & St.
Paul Home Tour
Karin DuPaul
Forum Staff
Hundreds of people toured eight
homes in Dayton’s Bluff on April 28
and 29. Visitors included Dayton’s
Bluff residents as well as people from
all over the Metro area and beyond.
Many visitors come back to Dayton’s
Bluff every year to see the great homes
and visit with the wonderful residents
of this neighborhood.
The tour featured a variety of house
sizes and styles. Visitors admired beau
tiful woodwork, large-scale home
restorations, and modern kitchens,
among other new and period features.
Two of the beautiful homes were
1115 McLean (a brand new house built
by Dayton’s Bluff Neighborhood
Housing Services) and 737 East
5th Street, which was completely re
habbed by the current owner; both
homes are for sale.
Two formerly vacant buildings were
on the tour this year: 689 Conway,
which was completely rehabilitated by
Historic Saint Paul, and the old Railing
Shop was purchased after last year's
tour and is in the process of being total
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Tony Sjogren from that program was
again on hand with the lumber, power
tools and supplies, in addition to serving
as coordinator for the day, supervising
the volunteers and offering encourage
ment.
Among the refreshments offered to the
crew were watermelon slices provided
by the Cambric apartment manager, Jes
sica Garcia.
Rebuilding Together has worked
closely with Milan Mockovak, a Cam
bric resident who generated the idea for
the garden initially. Included in this
year’s plan is a compost bin, and Milan
would like to see a garden shed as well
as some picnic tables.
August Hoffman, a psychology pro
fessor at Metro State University stopped
by to observe the progress. His students
will help maintain the garden throughout
the summer as one of their community
improvement projects.

ly renovated into a unique home for the
new owners.
A three room house with a wonder
ful garden yard was featured with
its cozy and functional living space.
Another beautiful home is also an
Airbnb, where the owner regularly wel
comes visitors to enjoy the best of the
Bluff.
The house on Beech Street featured
on the tour is a wonderful family home
which recently brought a very nice new
family to Dayton’s Bluff.
Last, but not least is the beautiful
Georgian Revival home built in 1912,
designed by Thomas Holyoke, a wellrespected local architect.
At the end of the tour an “After the
Home Tour” party for the homeowners
and home tour volunteers was held
at the Cambric apartment building. Ev
eryone was able to relax and enjoy
good conversation and food. Many
people are looking forward to next
year’s Home Tour.
Thirty-eight volunteers helped make
the tour run smoothly; thanks go out to
those volunteers – most whom help
year after year – and to the home own
ers who opened their homes for the
tour. A special thank you to the Cam
bric for hosting the After the Home
Tour party. Another hearty thanks goes
out for the delicious food donated by
Yarusso Brother’s, Ward 6, Obb’s Sport
Bar and Grill, Culver’s, and Magnolias.
See you on next year's tour!
Karin DuPaul can be reached at
karindupaul@comcast.net.

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
TWIN CITIES MN
PERMIT NO. 3996

ECRWSS
Postal Customer

Jane Prince

Allianz volunteers built additional raised beds in the North Street garden space.

9th Annual Art in
the Hollow
Karin DuPaul
Forum Staff
On June 2, from 10:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m., come down into Swede
Hollow Park to discover a deeper
beauty and find art at its roots. The
main entrance to Art in the Hollow is
the Drewry Tunnel located on Beau
mont Street, one block south from
Payne and East Minnehaha Avenues
(behind
Hope
Community
Academy). The TAP, a local social
organization and its literary club, Ur
ban Journal will be hosting space for
performers at the East 7th Street Im
provement Arches (near Payne Av
enue).
Swede Hollow was one of the first
neighborhoods in St. Paul’s immi
grant history. Now a city park, it will
be ready for spring blooming in June

Pictured at right are
Higher Ground
Academy Students
who helped to clean up
Swede Hollow Park on
May 4, 2018.
180 students came on
three school buses and
worked for nearly two
hours cleaning up
Swede Hollow. Nice
work, students!
Photo by Karin DuPaul.

with Art in the Hollow artists, per
formers, and a public sculpture con
test. The tradition of nurturing and
showcasing local talent continues
with performances, demonstrations,
sales, and “plein air” artists creating
art in the park, representing past and
current cultural communities.
Artistic media runs the gamut from
sculptors and weavers to glassblow
ers and photographers. There are two
stages full of talent this year, the
main stage - same as past years, and
a new stage at the Historic East
7th Street Improvement Arches.
The day will be filled with Native
dancers, Italian accordionists, Mexican
Mariachis, Swedish music, AfricanAmerican Rhythm 'n Blues, American
Bluegrass music, spoken word, and
more. Food trucks and an eating area
will be near the main entrance. Space
remains for artists, performers, and
sculptors.
Visit
www.artinthehol
low.org or facebook.com/artinthehol
low. For more information contact
Karin at karindupaul@comcast.net or
call 651-776-0550.
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Dayton’s Bluff Take-a-Hike

Twin Cities Mobile Market

On the second Saturday of most
months, the Dayton’s Bluff Take-a-Hike
will begin at Indian Mounds Park, locat
ed at Earl Street and Mounds Boule
vard, at 10:30 a.m. The next hike will
be on Saturday, June 9. The hike is ap
proximately one and a half to two hours
long and will end at Swede Hollow Park
or East Side Heritage Park, depending
on the desire of the hikers. Share and
learn a little history along the way!
Email karindupaul@comcast.net or call
651-776-0550 for more information.

The Twin Cities Mobile Market is a
grocery store on wheels that brings af
fordable, healthy food directly into un
der-resourced
neighborhoods.
The
Mobile Market stops at Parkway Gar
dens Apartments, located at 1145 Hud
son Road, on Wednesdays, from 2:00
p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Friends of Swede Hollow

Friday, Saturday, Sunday, June 13: Circus Splendor presented by 2 Defy
Gravity. Circus Splendor is a perfor
mance combining the art of contempo
rary circus with other art forms to push
the boundaries of circus today. This allages cabaret-style show will feature in
novative and exciting pieces chore
ographed and performed by local circus
artists. Join us and be inspired by the
strength and power of these amazing
performers! June 1 and 2 at 7:30 p.m.,
June 3 at 2:00 p.m. Presale tickets $25
adults/$15 kids 12 and under or $30/$20
at the door.
Saturday, June 9: Midwest All-Star
Wrestling (MAW) brings live pro
wrestling to the Historic Mounds The
atre. Doors open at 5:45 p.m. (VIP), 6
p.m. (General admission), bell time 7
p.m. Tickets: General admission (in ad
vance): $9 adults, $7 kids; General ad
mission (at the door): $12 adults, $8
kids; VIP preferred seating (in advance):
$12 adults, $8 kids; VIP preferred seat
ing (at the door): $15 adults, $10 kids.
Saturday & Sunday, June 16 & 17:
Clean-Up Days 2018. The Mounds The
atre is a big building and our volunteer
staff can use help getting to all the ran
dom jobs that pile up during the year.
Over the weekend we’ll fix things and
sort things and clean things. Wear
clothes that can get dirty and stay as
long as you are able! FREE!!!
Visit moundstheatre.org for informa
tion on upcoming events as it becomes
available. The Historic Mounds Theatre
is located at 1029 Hudson Road, St.
Paul, MN 55106; 651-772-2253; his
toricmoundstheatre@gmail.com.

Watch over, restore, and celebrate the
history of Swede Hollow Park. Join the
Swede Hollow community at their
monthly meeting on Thursday, June 7,
at 6:30 p.m. Please note that meetings
are now on Thursdays. Email kar
in@swedehollow.org or call 651-7760550 for more information and the
meeting’s location.

Dayton's Bluff District
Forum Board Meeting
The Forum is seeking help with writ
ing, online content, idea generation, and
ad sales – join us at our next meeting on
Wednesday, June 6, at 1:00 p.m., at
Swede Hollow Cafe at 725 E. 7 th Street.
Call 651-776-0550 or email daytons
bluffdistrictforum@gmail.com for more
information.

Police Community Meetings
The Eastern District Saint Paul Police
will host their monthly meetings for
community members at the Eastern Dis
trict Police Office at 722 Payne Avenue,
on the corner of Payne and Minnehaha
Avenues.
The next meetings are on Wednes
day, June 20, at 9:30 a.m. and 6:30
p.m. Meetings are intended as a time
to listen to and address concerns
about crime and other issues on the
East Side.

SNAP Food Program at
CLUES (Comunidades
Latinas Unidas En Servicio)
¿Necesita más comida saludable para
la familia? El programa SNAP le puede
ayudar. SNAP proporciona fondos para
alimentos que benefician a familias de
escasos recursos.
Aún si no es ciudadano, si tiene hijos
nacidos en este país ellos podrían cali
ficar. Participar en el programa SNAP
no afectará su estatus migratorio.
¡Llame a CLUES para saber si califi
ca! 612-746-3500. Nuestro personal bil
ingüe puede facilitar el proceso para
usted y su familia.
Need healthy food for your family?
The SNAP program provides funds for
low-income families to buy food. Even
if you are not a citizen, your children
born in this country could qualify. Par
ticipation in the SNAP program won't
affect their immigration status.
Call CLUES to find out if you qualify
at 612-746-3500. Our bilingual staff can
facilitate the process for your family.

June at the Dayton's
Bluff Library
The following events will be held at
the Dayton’s Bluff library, 645 East
Seventh Street, Saint Paul:
On Weekdays, beginning June 11,
from 2:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., Dayton's
Bluff Library will offer Snack in the
Zone. Happy Summer Break, students!
Saturdays, June 12, 9, 16, 22, and
30, from noon to 2:00 p.m., Maker
Space in the FunZONE! Play computer
games like Minecraft, and enjoy other
hands-on fun in the Zone.
Tuesday, June 12, from 6:30 p.m. to
8:30 p.m., Teens Know Best! Teens
have exclusive access to books before
they are published. This group meets on
the second Tuesday of every month to
share opinions and pizza. Teens Know
Best members are expected to write re
views of the books they read. The re
views are submitted directly to the
publishers to help guide their decisions.
New members can register at the meet
ing. Call 651-632-3873 for more infor
mation.
Summer Movies at the Library - It’s
back! Dayton’s Bluff Library and Met

ropolitan State University Library are
again co-hosting the popular children’s
Summer Movie series every Friday at
the library from 1:00 p.m. to 2:30
p.m.
It all begins on Friday, June 22, with
Coco, and continues the following Fri
day, June 29, with The Borrowers (the
1997 version with John Goodman!)
Come for the movie, stay for the
snack! Dayton’s Bluff Library is also
providing Snack in the Zone for children
18 and younger, weekdays beginning
June 11 and continuing through the
summer.
All movies will be shown on the first
floor of the library, located at 645 East
7th Street, Saint Paul.
Did you know that you can check out
board games at the library? Library visi
tors can play the games in the library or
check them out for two weeks. The full
list of games can be viewed at
http://bit.ly/MetroGames and all are
available to the public.
For information about these and other
events check sppl.org or call 651-7931699. The Dayton's Bluff Library shares
its home with Metropolitan State Uni
versity at 645 East 7th Street.

June at the Dayton's Bluff
Rec Center
Mobile Jazz: Tuesdays and Thurs
days, 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., and Satur
days from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.. Free,
ages 12-17 welcome. Begins June 2.
Judo: Mondays, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m.. Free, ages 6-17 welcome. Begins
June 11.
Hip Hop at the Bluff: Tuesdays, 6:00
p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Free, ages 8-18 wel
come. Begins June 12.
Basketball Skills: Tuesdays, 6:00 p.m.
to 7:00 p.m. Free, ages 6-12 welcome.
Begins June 12.
Jewelry Making: Wednesdays, 6:00
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free, ages 8 and older
welcome. Begins June 13.
Latin Dance: Thursdays, 6:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. Free, ages 8 and older wel
come. Begins June 14.
Sewing for Kids: Mondays, 6:00 p.m.
to 7:00 p.m. Free, ages 12-18 welcome.
Begins June 18.
Summer Blast: Daily, Monday-Thurs
day, 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Free, ages 612 welcome. Begins June 18.
Young Men's Group: Wednesdays,
6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Free, ages 11-15
welcome. Begins June 19.
Toddler Sports: Thursdays, 6:00 p.m.
to 7:00 p.m. Free, ages 4-6 welcome.
Begins June 21.
Tae Kwon Do: Thursdays, 6:00 p.m.
to 7:00 p.m.. Free, ages 8-18 welcome.
Begins June 21.
Open Gym: Saturdays, 11:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. Free, all ages welcome. On
going.
Teen Open Gym: Thursdays, 7:00
p.m. to 9:00 p.m. Free, ages 14-18 wel
come. Ongoing.
To register for any of these activities,
please call the Rec Center at 651- 7933885. All activities take place at the
Dayton's Bluff Rec Center, located at
800 Conway Street, St. Paul.
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by participating and taking leadership in
any of the following projects: Event
promotion and evaluation, media and
communications, and community en
gagement.
For more information, please attend
our collaboration sessions. Meetings are
held on the first and third Mondays of
every month. In these meetings, we will
discuss upcoming events, the library’s
mission and goals, and explore your
own ideas about community program
ming.
All events listed here take place at the
East Side Freedom Library, are free, and
open to all. The East Side Freedom Li
brary is located at 1150 Greenbrier
Street. Call 651-230-3294, email in
fo@eastsidefreedomlibrary.org, or visit
eastsidefreedomlibrary.org for details on
these and other upcoming events as they
become available.

Business Classes
The Dayton’s Bluff Neighborhood
Microentrepreneur class helps startup
and young businesses on the East Side.
All East Side entrepreneurs are wel
come. Class training lasts 12 weeks and
includes topics such as operations man
agement, marketing, financial manage
ment, one-on-one assistance with
creating a successful business, and de
veloping a business plan, plus eight
hours of one-on-one assistance with cre
ating and preparing a business plan.
Those who successfully complete the
course are eligible for ongoing business
support services (they don’t have to lo
cate their business in target neighbor
hoods to be eligible).
The course is sponsored by the Day
ton’s Bluff Community Council and the
Neighborhood Development Center.
There is a small registration fee based
on a sliding scale. Class size is limited,
so sign up now. Please call the training
department at 651-379-8113.

Let your voice be heard!
Contact WEQY 104.7 FM, St. Paul
East Side's community reporter Cearah
Hamilton of The Eastside Vibe if you
have valuable resources you want to get
out to the community, would like her to
cover your event, or interview your or
ganization! Cearah Hamilton can be
reached at cearah@weqy.org.

Wish List Care Packages
Did you know that you can help
East Side Elders distribute food, hy
giene items, and more to seniors on
the
East
Side
by
shopping
our Amazon Wish List? Visit www.a
mazon.com/registry/wishlist/3KK0O1
OGFO5NJ.
You can have these much-needed items
sent right to our office. From there, our
team of volunteers will distribute them to
seniors in need. Help us make a bigger
impact and shop our wish list today!

The Smilin' Cowboys
June at the East Side
Freedom Library
Are you interested in collaborating
with the ESFL on events, media, and
community engagement? Please join us

Popular Twin Cities party band, The
Smilin' Cowboys, will perform at
the Minnesota Music Café, located
at 500 Payne Avenue on the second
Thursday of each month. Music begins
at 8:00 p.m.
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Mounds Park United Methodist Church
1049 Euclid Street (corner of Earl and Euclid); 651-774-8736

Mounds Park United Methodist on Facebook
Mounds Park United Methodist Church is a multicultural, intergenerational neighborhood congre
gation located at 1049 Euclid Street in Dayton’s Bluff. Sunday worship begins at 10:30 a.m.

Sundays: Multi-Generational Sunday School Class. Class meets every Sunday at 9:15 a.m.
in the lounge of the church. This class follows an adult curriculum and has a participant age
range of 80 years! Youth start in worship at 10:30 a.m. Following kid’s time, children aged 0-4
years go to the staffed nursery, grades K-5 go to the upstairs Sunday School room, and children
grades 6-12 go downstairs for classes. Breakfast is served during Sunday School. The nursery is
staffed for those children aged 0-4 years who do not want to start in worship. Please call the
church with any questions.

Mississippi Market
Presents: Eat More
Plants Event Series
Incorporate more plants into
your daily life and diet
Matt Frank
Mississippi Market
Mississippi Market, Saint Paul’s premier
natural foods grocer, is pleased to announce
an upcoming three-part event series featuring
local plant-based culinary experts, food sam
ples, recipes, and cooking inspiration. Atten
dees will learn ways to incorporate more
plants into their daily life and diet to promote
environmental, physical, and financial health.
As an added benefit, participants who attend
all three events will receive a special plantbased cookbook and co-op gift bag. The Eat
More Plants event series kicks-off in late
April and runs once-a-month through June at
the co-op’s East 7th store. Each event in the
series is free to attend; a $5.00 registration fee
is required per event, which will be reim
bursed as a $5.00 co-op voucher. Registration
is open now and may be completed in-store at
Customer Service, or online at www.msmar
ket.coop/eat-more-plants.
Eat More Plants: Easy Recipes with J.

Free help for East Side pets
Temperance Brennan
Forum Contributor
The Animal Humane Society’s Community
Outreach program has special indoor and out
door clinics for pets of low income families on
the East Side as well as Frogtown. The events

Selby’s, Wednesday, June 20, from 5:30
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the East 7th store. Join
Chef Nathan from local eatery J. Selby’s for
an inspiring evening culminating in delicious
samples of two flavorful plant-based meals
from their menu.
From seasoned plant-based pros to those
just beginning their local plant-based food
journey, everyone is sure to learn and taste
something new at Mississippi Market’s Eat
More Plants event series!

About Mississippi Market Natural Foods
Co-op: Mississippi Market Natural Foods Coop has been offering local, organic food at a
fair price to our St. Paul neighbors for nearly
40 years. As a consumer-owned grocery store,
Mississippi Market provides high-quality,
fair-priced goods and services, and works to
ward a sustainable local economy and global
environment. Learn more at www.msmarket.
coop.
offer all the same resources and care as the out
door clinics — free wellness exams, vaccines,
nail trims, spay/neuter appointment scheduling,
guidance from the AHS behavior team and St.
Paul Animal Control, free pet food, and more.
For information on upcoming events and lo
cations call 651-788-4685 or visit http://ani
malhumanesociety.or/outreach-servicesfrogtown-and-east-st-paul.
Temperance Brennan can be reached at day
tonsbluffdistrictforum@gmail.com.
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Tourist or Resident,
Explore Saint Paul
with a Walking Tour
Take a free tour from Landmark Center
Krissy Schoenfelder
Landmark Center

Contest: Where in Dayton's Bluff?
Send your guess to daytonsbluffdistrictforum@gmail.com with the location
of the neighborhood curiosity pictured above for a chance to win great prizes
from local businesses. The reader who submits the first correct entry will be
notified and the winner will be announced in the July edition of the Forum.

Karin DuPaul

Mississippi Market on East 7th Street hosted a Community Dinner on May 17 (pictured
above). Hundreds of people attended. You can join the fun on June 28, from 5:00 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. (or until the food runs out!) For $3 you will receive a bratwurst and potato
salad. There will be live banjo and fiddle music as well as a raffle, budget recipe samples
from East Side Table, and samples of delicious ferments from local maker, Angelica’s
Garden. Get there early! On July 26, $3 gets you a pulled pork sandwich and coleslaw, live
jazz, award-winning organic BBQ samples, pig farmers to chat with, and a chance to win a
bicycle. On August 23, the menu includes grilled chicken and herb corn salad, live music,
and a chance to win a wooden wagon. On September 27, wrap up the summer with a baked
potato bar complete with assorted toppings. Hope to see you there!

Dayton’s Bluff District Forum
804 Margaret Street, St. Paul, MN 55106
Phone: 651-776-0550 E-mail: daytonsbluffdistrictforum@gmail.com

Monthly circulation: 7,000; also available online at daytonsbluffdistrictforum.org. This publi
cation of Hopewell Communications, Inc., a nonprofit organization, is intended to provide a fo
rum for the ideas and opinions of its readers and to be an instrument for developing community
awareness and pride. Signed articles do not necessarily represent the views of the Forum. Ma
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and to the author, if any. Articles and letters to the editor are welcome and may be emailed to
daytonsbluffdistrictforum@gmail.com, or mailed to the address above. The Dayton's Bluff Dis
trict Forum is delivered to every home and business in the Dayton's Bluff neighborhood. Out
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Visitors and curious residents are in
vited to explore Rice Park, St. Peter
Street, or Saint Paul’s riverfront with
Landmark Center’s Saint Paul Walking
Tours. Beginning June 13, and contin
uing through September, Landmark
Center tour guides will lead three dif
ferent walking tours of Saint Paul.
Tours are free and operate on a rotating
schedule, Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m.
“Walking tours are nice events for
both visitors and residents,” said Bob
Wagner, a Landmark Center volunteer
and creator of the walking tours. “Peo
ple tend to take their hometowns for
granted, but there’s always something
new to learn, whether you’re a lifelong
resident or a tourist.”
The second Wednesday of each
month, beginning June 13, the Rice
Park Tour departs from Landmark
Center’s Visitor Information Desk.
The tour circles one of Saint Paul’s
most iconic parks, and stops in the sur
rounding buildings which give the park
its central role in city events and cele
brations.
On the third Wednesday of each

Take a new look at
Saint Paul
Landmark Center’s summer art
exhibit focused on Saint Paul
Krissy Schoenfelder
Landmark Center
Spend some time in Landmark Cen
ter this summer and see Saint Paul
through the eyes of several artists. Saint
Paul ReViewed begins, June 7, with an
opening reception from 5:00 p.m. to
7:00 p.m. The summer exhibition will
feature three temporary installations
and several pieces from Landmark Cen
ter’s permanent art collection.
“Landmark Center started showcas
ing visual art during the summer
months in 2014,” said Judy Brooks, Di
rector of Community Programs at
Landmark Center. “Last year’s theme
was ‘community,’ open to the artists’
interpretation. This year, we’re entirely
focused on Saint Paul as the subject
matter.”
The Saint Paul ReViewed opening re
ception, June 7, launches two installa
tions, Our St. Paul: Celebrating 125
Years of the St. Paul Camera Club, in
the North Gallery and Explorations Two Artists’ Views of Saint Paul by
Michelle Daniels and Brad Daniels in
the second floor galleria and third floor
balcony spaces. The third installation,
All About St. Paul: A City in Watercol
ors, will preview during the June
7 opening reception, then officially
open July 19 in the North Gallery. This
second half of Saint Paul ReViewed
features watercolor paintings by Jeanne
Kosfeld.
In addition to the temporary exhibits,
several works in Landmark Center’s
permanent art collection will be high
lighted: Bill Hosko’s oil on canvas,
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month, beginning June 20, the Heart
of the City Tour departs from inside
Landmark Center’s North Lobby
(6th Street entrance). It travels down
St. Peter Street pointing out some of the
most famous landmarks and influential
buildings in St. Paul’s history, including
the Hamm Building and Mickey’s Din
ner.
Finally, the Great River Tour be
gins at Upper Landing Park (Shepard
Road and Eagle Parkway) and walks
along the mighty Mississippi. It high
lights buildings and locations that
helped make Saint Paul the city it is to
day. It runs the fourth Wednesday of
each month, beginning June 27.
All tours are FREE, operate June
through September, and begin at 10:00
a.m. Space is limited and reservations
are required. For more information or
to make a reservation, please call
651.292.3063 or visit www.landmark
center.org/visit/walkingtours.html.
About Landmark Center: Landmark
Center is a dynamic, historic cultural
center and central gathering place in
downtown Saint Paul. It is owned and
sponsored by Ramsey County and man
aged by Minnesota Landmarks, the
nonprofit programming and manage
ment agency for the building. Land
mark Center is located at 75 West 5th
Street, on Rice Park and is accessible to
those with impaired mobility. Parking
is available on street and in nearby
Lawson, Science Museum and River
Centre Ramps. For more information
call 651.292.3225 or visit www.land
markcenter.org.
Daybreak in Rice Park, Anna Met
calfe’s porcelain and iron, Letters to
Landmark, and Norbert Marklin’s pho
to mural, St. Paul Skyline Triptych.
Join Landmark Center for one of the
following workshops offered this sum
mer: June 7, noon to 1:00 p.m..: The
North Shore: What a Photo-Op! Pho
tographing Lake Superior, with Bob
Lundquist, Saint Paul Camera Club,
Courtroom 326.
June 16, 10:00 a.m. to noon: Get
ting Started in Nature Photography,
with Peggy Boike, Saint Paul Camera
Club, Courtroom 326.
June 23, 10:00 a.m. to noon: Intro
duction to Night Sky Photography, with
Terry Butler, Saint Paul Camera Club,
Courtroom 326.
June 28, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.:
St. Paul Photography Field Trip, ex
plore Landmark Center’s neighborhood
with Michelle Daniels and Brad
Daniels. Space is limited to 20 partici
pants, advance reservations are re
quired. All camera types (DSLR,
smartphone, etc.) are welcome.
August 11, 10:00 a.m. to noon,
and August 19, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00
p.m.: Sketching St. Paul - A primer les
son on sketching architecture and na
ture. Space is limited to 20 guests, and
reservations are required. Registered
guests will meet at Landmark Center’s
Information Desk, and, weather permit
ting, move outdoors. In the event of
rain, workshops will be held inside
Landmark Center.
Saint Paul ReViewed runs June 7August 31. The exhibits and workshops
are free and open to the public, but
reservations are required for Jeanne
Kosfeld’s Sketching St. Paul, and
Michelle and Brad Daniels’ St. Paul
Photography Field Trip. For reserva
tions, contact Judy Brooks, jbrooks@
landmarkcenter.org or 651-292-1239.
For more information visit landmark
center.org.
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Grants cover tuition costs
for all spring 2018 Urban
Education student teachers
Poh Lin Khoo & Robert Boos
Metropolitan State University
Twenty-eight student teachers in the
School of Urban Education (UED) at
Metropolitan State University are cur
rently placed in public schools in St.
Paul, Minneapolis, and surrounding sub
urban areas for the spring 2018 semes
ter.
For the first time, not a single student
teacher from Metropolitan State paid tu
ition costs for their student teaching
credits. UED Dean René AntropGonzález proudly announced that
through grants awarded to UED, Metro
politan State students who are fulfilling
the student teaching requirement for li
censure this spring semester, were
awarded grant monies to cover the costs
of their tuition. In many cases, UED stu
dent teachers have received enough
funding to pay for tuition and a portion
of their living expenses.
“Mandated, full-time unpaid labor via
student teaching is based on a raced and
classed model that does not honor our
students’ lived realities,” says Dean
Antrop-González. “Consequently, preservice teachers—especially pre-service
teachers of color and American Indian
pre-service teachers—have either not
been able to become licensed teachers or
have had to unjustly sacrifice their basic
needs to complete student teaching. In a
strong union state like Minnesota, the
perpetuation of this practice is simply
not acceptable.”
The student teaching requirement is
typically the final step for completion
and consists of 8-9 credits, depending on
licensure area. The average tuition cost
is $2,104 for an undergraduate student
and $3,304 at the graduate level.
These funding sources for UED stu
dent teachers are important to help alle
viate the cost for what is essentially an
unpaid, full-time internship. Student
teaching is an endeavor that can take 12
to 15 weeks, and presents a huge barrier
for many students who are trying be
come licensed teachers.
“Working full time and being a mom
put stress on trying to balance every
thing. Having a paid student teaching in
ternship has helped me enjoy the
experience better; to not worry about
how I am going to pay bills or feed my
family. If I hadn’t gotten this help I
wouldn’t be able to finish my college
career,” says Jennifer Delatorre, a moth
er of two graduating from UED. Her
student teaching assignment included a
ten-week placement in preschool at the
Eastern Carver County Community Ed
ucation program, and another five weeks
at La Academia in Chaska.
Funding was made possible through
collaboration by UED and Metropolitan
State University Office of Development
to win a grant for $46,200 from the
Graves Foundation. The Minnesota
Office of Higher Education, thanks to
collaborations between the Coalition to
Increase Teachers of Color and Ameri
can Indian Teachers in Minnesota and
the Minnesota Legislature, has also
awarded grants up to $7,500 to student
teachers based on their financial need.
UED was also recently awarded a leg
islatively funded Collaborative Urban
Educator program grant of $90,000, dis
bursed over the next two years, to be
used to cover student teaching-related
expenses. Finally, in collaboration with
the Metropolitan State University Office
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of Development, UED also awards over
$30,000 annually to support its student
teachers.
“I decided to become a teacher when I
started working in a middle school afterschool program. In this job I noticed
how important teachers were in a stu
dent’s life. When I started working as a
paraprofessional, the desire became
stronger and I was 100-percent sure that
my passion was teaching,” Delatorre
says. “When I evaluated teacher educa
tion programs I made sure to consider
the time of the classes and flexibility. I
wanted the program to support English
language learners. UED professors teach
with real-life experience, which gives
you a different perspective about educa
tion and urban learners. You learned
about others’ cultures and beliefs, which
helps you understand the work.”
Metropolitan State’s School of Urban
Education covers many facets of the
current public school makeup in the
metropolitan area, with the primary goal
of educating teachers who can relate to
racially/ethnically and linguistically di
verse classroom populations. UED pre
pares more teachers of color than any
other program in the state; currently
there are 320 teacher candidates in six
licensure programs, and over 50 percent
are candidates of color. Currently, over
30 percent of students in Minnesota
schools are students of color and Ameri
can Indian students, yet only 4 percent
of their teachers are of color or Ameri
can Indian. The gap is even wider in
many Twin Cities and Greater Minne
sota schools with a majority of students
of color and American Indian students.
The School of Urban Education at
Metropolitan State recruits teacher can
didates of color and American Indian
teacher candidates and “first-generation
college students” who have the potential
to provide a more relevant learning at
mosphere of high expectations for their
students by bringing their own life expe
riences to the classroom. Future teachers
enrolled in the program are able to
choose from early childhood education,
elementary education, and two content
areas for secondary teaching, which in
clude social studies and English.
“Decades of educational research
clearly shows the importance and need
for K-12 students to have access to
teachers of color and American Indian
teachers. The challenge is that while
many policy makers and postsecondary
teacher preparation programs say they
understand this important need, they of
ten lack the required political will to im
plement their words into action,” says
Dean Antrop-González.
“Fortunately, thanks to the Minnesota
Education Equity Partnership and the
Coalition to Increase Teachers of Color
and American Indian Teachers in Minne
sota and their significant work with the
state legislature, the tide seems to be turn
ing. This work, however, needs to be sus
tained over the long term. I am honored to
work with a teacher preparation program
that understands and works tirelessly with
a sense of extreme urgency around this is
sue.”
For more information about the
School of Urban Education, contact
René Antrop-González, dean and profes
sor of urban education, at rene.antropgonzalez@metrostate.edu or (651) 9995959.
Metropolitan State University, a
member of the Minnesota State Colleges
and Universities system, is America’s
premier university for lifelong learning,
providing unsurpassed, competitive aca
demic and professional degree pro
grams at the bachelor’s, master’s and
doctoral levels while maintaining af
fordability.

Summer STEM Program
Coming to Saint Paul
Ken Torisky
National Inventors Hall of Fame
Camp Invention, a nationally recog
nized, nonprofit summer enrichment
camp program, is coming to Mounds
Park Academy the week of June 25 June 29, 2018.
A program of the National Inventors
Hall of Fame (NIHF), in partnership with
the United States Patent and Trademark
Office, Camp Invention challenges chil
dren in Grades K-6 to find their “inner in
ventor” by learning the process of
innovation. Using hands-on activities,
Camp Invention promotes science, tech
nology, engineering and mathematics
(STEM) learning; builds resourcefulness
and problem-solving skills; and encour
ages entrepreneurship — in a fun and en
gaging environment.
Each year, the program features a new
curriculum inspired by some of our na
tion’s most brilliant inventors — the
NIHF Inductees. This year’s Fast For
ward curriculum features several video
challenges from these Inductees encour
aging children to be confident in their
ideas and explore their innovativeness.
These hands-on activities include: Opti
bot: Campers will launch into the future
with their own Optibot — a small selfdriving robot that senses changes in
light.
Robotic Pet Vet: Throughout this mod
ule, campers nurse their robotic puppy
back to health and design and build dog

Saint Paul Public Library
announces 2018 summer
activities for kids and teens
Emily Ganzel
Saint Paul Public Library
Summer 2018 will be a busy one at
Saint Paul Public Library (SPPL). Sum
mer Spark, SPPL's flagship summer
learning program, kicks off on June 1
with engaging activities for kids and
teens ages 10-18. Following a success
ful run last summer, SPPL is partnering
once again with the Saint Paul Saints on
Reading Tree, a special storytime hour
hosted by a Saints player, Mudonna, the
team's mascot, and a local children's
book author.
“Saint Paul Public Library offers a
wide variety of summer programming
for all ages,” said Catherine Penkert,
Saint Paul Public Library Director.
“Summer Spark, our annual summer
reading program, encourages kids to
have fun, stay active, and keep learning
all summer long. This year, we’re de
lighted to offer Spark Camps, drop-in
activities at several branches through
which children can engage in theater,
art, and nature activities for several
hours per week.”
The library's summer activities in
clude: Summer Spark: Summer Spark
encourages kids to have fun, stay active,
and keep learning all summer long.
Youth participate by attending free
events at the library and earning prizes
by completing reading and activity chal
lenges. The program runs June 1
through August 31. This year, we are
excited to offer Spark Camps at several
branches.
Teen Summer Spark: Teens can par
ticipate in Summer Spark by reading and
rating books of their choice and enter to
win great prizes, including a Nintendo
Switch.
Reading Tree with the Saints: The St.
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parks as they hammer out ideas for the
best park attraction.
Mod My Mini Mansion: Campers will
dream up and design their very own fu
turistic smart home filled with gadgets,
LEDs, technology and innovations!
Stick To It: Campers will invent some
thing new every day as they explore what
it is like to be a physicist, engineer and
entrepreneur. Young innovators will in
vent, make and craft solutions to re
al-world challenges by building their own
prototypes and discovering that anything
is possible.
At the end of the program, each
camper will bring home two personalized
robots! Learn more about this year’s allnew curriculum.
All local Camp Invention programs are
facilitated and taught by certified educa
tors who reside and teach in the commu
nity. Camp Invention serves more than
140,000 students every year and partners
with nearly 1,700 schools and districts
across the nation. For additional informa
tion or to find a camp near you, vis
it campinvention.org.
About Camp Invention: Camp Inven
tion is the only nationally recognized
summer program focused on creativity,
innovation, real-world problem solving
and the spirit of invention. Through
hands-on programming, Camp Invention
encourages children entering kindergarten
through sixth grade to explore science,
technology, engineering and mathematics
curriculum inspired by some of the
world's greatest inventors. Since 1990,
our education programs have served more
than 1.3 million children, and 125,000
teachers and Leadership Interns.
Paul Saints & Sprint, in conjunction
with SPPL, are bringing their Reading
Tree series on the road and to a library
near you! The Saints will bring along
some special guests, like their pink
fluffy mascot, Mudonna, a Saints player
and a children's book author.
Summer Reads: Keep kids reading
throughout the summer with Summer
Reads! Children will meet with a sum
mer buddy in weekly sessions through
the summer to practice reading and play
some fun literacy games. Summer
Reads kicks off on June 18 and runs
through August 2.
Saturday Live! Join us every Saturday
at the George Latimer Central Li
brary for events featuring puppets, ma
gicians, wild animals, storytellers and
more! Available throughout June and
July.
Maker Camps: Maker Camps provide
hands-on, drop-in activities for youth
ages 8-12. Maker Camps are an oppor
tunity for youth to be engaged and in
spired by STEAM (science, technology,
engineering, art, and math) concepts.
Camps run July 2 - August 24.
To help families reduce fines owed,
the library will continue to offer Read
Downs throughout the summer. Kids,
teens, and adults reading with kids or
teens will earn $1 off of fines and fees
for every 15 minutes spent reading in
the library. In partnership with Saint
Paul Parks and Recreation, youth can
stop by Rondo, Rice Street, and
Riverview libraries for free snacks and
meals throughout the summer.
Summer Spark is generously supported
by: Carl Benson Endowment, Crayola Ex
perience, Dollar General Literacy Founda
tion, Ecolab Foundation, Elizabeth Biorn
Endowment, Ethel Ridgway Endowments,
The Friends of the Saint Paul Public Li
brary, George Latimer Endowment,
KARE-11, Kowalski’s Markets, MELSA,
Minnesota State Fair, Minnesota Twins,
Pioneer Press, SeaLife MN, and Star Tri
bune.
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You got somethin' to say? Say it here!
The Dayton's Bluff District Forum welcomes all
opinions and neighborhood anecdotes – send yours to:
daytonsbluffdistrictforum@gmail.com.
Deadline for the July 2018 issue of the Forum is June 10, 2018.

View From My Porch:
Coffee Shop
Conversations - When
Left Meets Right
Sage Holben
Forum Staff
He asked how we know each other. I
had just walked into a Roseville coffee
shop when another customer ap
proached me, saying he knew me from
somewhere. A few minutes later, mem
ory having been jogged, I asked if we
had been in the same St. Paul Citizens
Police Academy class several years
ago. That was it! He invited me to a
conversation, so I set aside my intend
ed work to deepen a casual acquain
tanceship.
I don’t recall that we had ever had a
personal conversation, so I had little
knowledge of his background. What
was interesting to me was that it was
the second such conversation in less
than a week.
The first was three days before,
when a stranger responded to my
phone call and met me to pick up two
books he had lost. Over coffee he be
gan talking about his values and shar
ing his beliefs on the need to own
guns, second amendment rights; on im
migration laws and immigrants; his ad
miration of Trump’s negotiation skills;
and his thoughts on race and religions.
It was quickly apparent that we held
few political or social justice views in
common; also that he was determined
that he was going to share his views.
As his voice volume increased, I
watched several people grimace, re
move their coffee and food items from
their tables and move upstairs or out
side. Whether it was because of my
tablemate’s volume or content, I don’t
know.
I have learned that there are times
when people are so entrenched in their
beliefs that I am not going to change
their mindset with arguing or offering
differing viewpoints. That also depends
on whether they are simply spouting
what they have heard because what
they have heard fits with their fears
and their unexplored unknowns. I

found much of what my tablemate said
to be appalling. When I would ask for
clarification of his thought or state
ment, his voice volume increased; not
in anger, but in cementing his founda
tion of belief. I found the balance of
exchange interesting. I learned long
ago that when I feel my internal anger
and repulsion rising, if I quietly, free of
animosity and snarkiness, ask ques
tions in search of clarification and un
derstanding the person’s thought
background, I will likely receive a rele
vant answer, and I will retain an inner
calmness. Even with that, as I left the
coffee shop, I felt utterly exhausted
and in wonder at someone holding
such hellacious beliefs.
People who have reasoned through
beliefs using logic, who have measured
and weighed ideas against their fears,
emotional reactions, stereotypes, and
unknowns, seem to me more likely to
listen to a viewpoint totally opposite
theirs - perhaps finding common
ground by asking questions and con
sidering another’s belief and perspec
tive - even accepting it as valid though
in opposition. This is what I found in
the second conversation.
Possibly through comments and ex
periences shared in our academy class,
this man was aware that we held differ
ing perspectives of potential laws pun
ishing highway protesters to policing
policies to immigration rights to politi
cal agendas. Yet, when I voiced my
opinions, he listened. When I asked
questions, he answered. Again, I lis
tened much more than I talked, asking
for clarification, how did a value or be
lief evolve, what would his vision be…
Several times in the conversation I
heard the disclaimer “I know we dis
agree on this, but…” For all that, or
because of that acknowledgment, said
with respect and without sarcasm, I
would sit with him and talk anytime. I
learned from him and a well-timed
MPR airing by Candace Owens the
week before at the Center of the Amer
ican Experiment, and then a talk by Pe
ter Bell on Tuesday, at the Roseville
library. It truly has been a meeting of
Left and Right. When not blaming, ac
cusing, berating, or name-calling, we
may not change mindsets, but we can
better understand why and what anoth
er person thinks and believes.

Opinion: In response to last
month's letter regarding
Listening House
Marcia Sanoden
Cambric Resident
This letter is a response to last
month’s letter to the editor. That letter
suggests that all residents of Cambric
are threatened by and are negatively
impacted by Listening House. The
writer adds that he/she is afraid to sign
his/her name.
I live at Cambric apartments and
regularly volunteer at Listening House.
My experience is that with the excep
tion of a few activists in the building,
most residents of Cambric come and
go without thinking much about Lis
tening House. If I were to confront an
average resident in the hallway to ask
how they were impacted by Listening
House, I would most likely receive an
indifferent answer, or even the question
“what is Listening House?” The sup
posed building-wide coordination and
cooperation against Listening House
simply doesn’t exist.
I question that the assumption that
syringes, people sleeping on porches,
theft, and sexual exposure are coming
from Listening House guests. Have
these supposed incidents been docu
mented and proven as committed by

Opinion: Traffic
Calming on East
Sixth Street
T. Strong
East Seventh Street resident
Thank you for the informative article
in May's issue regarding the test closure
of East Sixth Street. It is very exciting
news that the test closure has been ap
prove by the City of Saint Paul Public
Works and will take place in the very
near future. I love the idea of a possi
ble "green space" environment
exten
sion to the campus of Metro State
University. Improving the safe function
ality, livability, and residential character
of East Sixth Street is a wise step in the
direction of "quality of life" evolution.
East Seventh Street is a work in
progress. Within a few years, commer
cial growth has sky-rocketed. Vibrancy
and vitality are part of the "new" look of
East Seventh Street. Commercial growth
has replaced abandoned parking lots and
decaying buildings of the past making
East Seventh Street an important, up
coming commercial corridor. However,
residential growth, as well, has created a
lively pedestrian environment in the
area. My concern is this: Are there plans
to modify East Seventh Street, in order

Opinion: Clean up
our community
Brian
Dayton's Bluff Resident
I'm new to Minnesota, having
moved here in September of last year.
It is a truly beautiful state, and as
someone who has worked hard with re
cycling and cleanup initiatives in my
home state of New Mexico, I want to
do more here where I can.
I have taken to walking my neigh
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guests of Listening House or are they
hearsay? If they could be positively
linked to Listening House, staff could
constructively deal with offenders—by
banning them from the premises.
The supposed “daily” encroachment
of Listening House guests onto Cam
bric properties is hearsay. My own bi
cycle was stolen from a locked locker
in the garage and it would be conve
nient to blame a guest of Listening
House, but according to the arresting
documents the thief has no connection
to Listening House. When there is
crime in any neighborhood for any rea
son, it’s never a good thing. But can it
all be pinned on Listening House?
Many residents of Cambric utilize
government assistance to help pay for
their apartments. Without this assis
tance, we, too, could be homeless.
Blaming the homeless seems like a
case of the pot calling the kettle black.
Listening House has impacted my
life positively. As a regular volunteer, I
have gotten to know several guests and
we enjoy singing and playing guitar to
gether. I do not consider what I do to
be “Christ-centered.” Far from it. I get
more out of the experience than I give.
Listening House has offered me a place
of refuge and acceptance that has been
lacking in other environments.
I am not afraid to sign my name.
Proudly signed, Marcia Sanoden

to accommodate the obvious increase of
vehicular flow that is to be expected
upon the closing of East Sixth Street?
As it is now, East Seventh Street is a
bustling flow of traffic with seemingly
little or no restrictions. There are no
speed limit signs, and, God bless our
traffic law enforcement agents, but their
presence needs to be more so, particular
ly, between Maria Avenue and Arcade.
Also, one takes their life into their hands
trying to cross this section of East Sev
enth Street. There is one, unmarked, unlit
crosswalk on Bates Avenue. The
rapid commercial and residential growth
that is taking place on East Seventh calls
for a remedy. With the closure of East
Sixth Street, the prediction of vastly in
creased, unchecked vehicular traffic will
create a pedestrian's nightmare.
The vitality, vibrancy, and growth of
the commercial/residential corridor of
East Seventh is a beautiful thing. It
would be a shame to ruin the dream, by
neglecting to, also, create a pedestri
an-friendly environment for shoppers,
visitors, students, and residents. Without
obvious crosswalks (more than one),
speed limitation signs, better lighting,
and a clearer presence of traffic enforce
ment, East Seventh could become anoth
er East Sixth of the past.
Thank you for allowing me to express
my thoughts on the future of East Sev
enth Street.
borhood in the Dayton's Bluff area and
cleaning up trash and recyclables
whenever possible. It's especially im
portant after trash pickup days, when
there is more trash dropped by trucks
and bins.
This isn't hard to do, everyone can
do it. Just take an hour out of a day,
walk your neighborhood, clean up
some trash, recycle what you can, and
talk to your neighbors.
I really think this is important. Clean
neighborhoods help everyone.
I'm really just asking that we all
pitch in when we can to make our com
munities better.
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The Restorative Process
Sage Holben
Forum Staff
In April, I attended a Mass Incarcer
ation Conference at Metropolitan State
University, choosing a breakout session
on the restorative process, facilitated
by Chris Melendez. I am familiar with
the restorative justice perspective, hav
ing used the St. Paul Dispute Resolu
tion Center when, as a victim of a
beating, I met with one of the offend
ers. The process gave me both closure
and perspective.
The restorative process at this con
ference gave me a different perspec
tive. Chris uses it in the program he
has developed at his charter school, in
working with students experiencing
conflict. The process seemed to me a
way of restoring an individual’s soul
and peace of mind, dealing with what
ever demons or inner conflicts one
might be housing.
On the floor, within the circle of
seated participants, Chris had placed a
small, personalized quilt of sorts. On it
were a number of curious objects - sto
ry cubes, small books, worry dolls,
other items that might seem like a col
lection of toys or game pieces. It re
minded me of using dolls or a
dollhouse when talking with children
who had been abused, keys in unlock
ing an intimate story.

REACH Together receives
$18,000 in grants to
support programs
Sheryl Fried
REACH Together
REACH Together is pleased to have
received $18,000 in grants this month.
The Partners in Justice Board of the Sis
ters of St. Joseph of Carondelet (St.

Minnesota FoodShare
March Campaign raises
over 13.6 million
Combined dollars and
pounds for Minnesota
Food Shelves
Summer Anthony
Minnesota FoodShare
Food shelves, community organiza
tions, faith communities, businesses,
and individual partners came together
during the 2018 March Campaign to
raise food and funds in response to
food insecurity in Minnesota. 284 food
shelves, serving Minnesotans through
out the state, participated in the 36th
annual Minnesota FoodShare March
Campaign, raising over $8.1 million
and more than 5.5 million pounds of
food and items for local food shelves,
translating to roughly 35 million meals
for Minnesotans.
The first March Campaign was held
in 1982, in response to springtime lows
in donations to metro food shelves. In
following years, the March Campaign
grew to be the largest state-wide, grass
roots food and fund drive. To increase
impact and serve more Minnesotans,
while food shelves and community
partners raise food and funds through
out March, Minnesota FoodShare rais
es dollars to fill their FoodFund. The
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I thought of how this same process,
the selecting and handling of an item
while relating the feelings and memo
ries it evoked, used by some to share
the hidden fury of hurting others or re
leasing the pain of being bullied. It
could be used in eliciting stories of
people I meet and interview, people
who are struggling through fragmented
lives and searching for answers to their
experiences.
Closure and answers are not neces
sarily synonymous. I find that closure,
with its frame of reference, can bring
me peace of mind that a solid, factual
answer cannot. Such was the case
when my bank card was stolen several
months ago. The amount the thieves
racked up was vital to me for rent and
medical insurance, but my credit union
restored it and it did not reach a level
that the bank, Minneapolis police, or
Saint Paul police would prosecute; that
was understandable. However, because
it was all so local, I wanted to know if
the two people who took my card and
used it, were people I see throughout
the week at local businesses or li
braries, perhaps we had even ex
changed snippets of conversation..our
Saint Paul police offered me that op
portunity and for that, I am thankful.
Closure is sometimes not found in
punishing or confronting the wrongdo
er...simply putting thoughts to rest and
being able to let go.
Sage Holben can be reached at day
tonsbluffdistrictforum@gmail.com.
Paul) awarded $8,000 for the Basic
Needs Program to provide an experi
enced, bilingual advocate to help
refugees with limited English skills by
answering questions, translating, reading
mail, making phone calls, and complet
ing forms. In addition, the Dollar Gener
al Foundation awarded $10,000 to
support the Adult Literacy Program,
which prepares adult English learners
with life and work skills that prepare
them for self-sufficiency and participa
tion in the wider community.
FoodFund is distributed to March
Campaign participating food shelves
during late summer, another tradition
ally low period of giving to food
shelves. To date, Minnesota FoodShare
has distributed over $17.2 million to
Minnesota food shelves via its Food
Fund.
In 2017, Minnesotans visited food
shelves 3.4 million times, according to
the Minnesota Department of Human
Services and Hunger Solutions Minne
sota, with one in ten Minnesota house
holds experiencing food insecurity.
“By partnering with local food
shelves and communities, we magnify
our impact and can increase food
shelves’ capacity throughout the state,
supporting hundreds of thousands of
food insecure Minnesotans,” says
Summer Anthony, Minnesota Food
Share Program Manager.
Minnesota FoodShare is a program
of Greater Minneapolis Council of
Churches. Since 1982, Minnesota
FoodShare has been addressing food
insecurity through engagement of Min
nesotans in fundraising, education, and
advocacy
efforts.
Through
re
source-sharing and marketing support,
Minnesota FoodShare encourages and
strengthens collaborations between
food shelves and community organiza
tions, faith communities, businesses,
and individual partners. To learn more,
visit mnfoodshare.org.

Metropolitan State
University celebrates
102nd commencement
Robert Boos & Poh Lin Khoo
Metropolitan State University
A classmate’s enthusiastic appeal to
Metropolitan State University students
to seize upon their success and to
“make the best out of your struggles”
brought the audience of 2,000 to its
feet as student Kossi Ayigah addressed
the graduating class.
“Many of you sitting here have a
story to tell. Throughout our education
al journey, we have all overcome many
obstacles and life challenges, but we
made it,” Ayigah said.
Approximately 1,058 students re
ceived their bachelor's, master's and
doctoral degrees this semester, with
785 students participating in Metropol
itan State University’s 102nd com
mencement exercises Saturday, April
28, 2018, at the Minneapolis Conven
tion Center. To accommodate Metro
politan State’s growing student body,
the spring commencement ceremony
took place as two programs. The cere
mony was livestreamed and is archived
for viewing at https://youtu.be/j6PAjt
FOslE.
From French-speaking Togo, Ayigah
came to the United States in 2013. As a
non-native English speaker, he strug
gled through his classes at Minneapolis
Community and Technical College.
Speaking up in class was impossible,
raising his hand was a “no-no.” He had
to search the dictionary for words to
understand the context of his reading
assignments; it took him nearly three
hours to get through five pages. He had
yet to learn that growth requires pa
tience. Ayigah’s scholarly pursuits de
manded even more from him when he
transferred to Metropolitan State Uni
versity in December 2016.
“Along my educational road, life got
harder. But regardless of my struggles
and what was happening around me, I
refused to be discouraged. I woke up
every day with my head up, my chest
out, a smile on my face, and I made
sure that I took advantage of every op
portunity,” Ayigah told the graduates
from the College of Liberal Arts, Col
lege of Management, College of Sci
ences, and the School of Urban
Education. His speech can be viewed
at: https://youtu.be/Oc3ZP5u0i8o.
Ayigah graduates with his bachelor’s
degree in accounting, having won a
scholarship from the American Insti
tute of Certified Professional Accoun
tants along the way. He is a recipient of
the President’s Outstanding Student
award, representing the College of
Management.
As the ceremonies opened, President
Virginia Arthur addressed the gradu
ates with the promise that their prepa
ration at Metropolitan State University
has equipped them to become leaders,
both in their careers and in their com
munities. She reminded them that, un
der Metropolitan State’s unofficial
credo as the “University without barri
ers,” learning and pursuing a degree is
possible in spite of obstacles, and edu
cation extends beyond a student’s life
spent in the classroom.
“As one alumnus recently put it,”
Arthur said, “We allow students to find
their own passion and purpose and help
them become lifelong learners, taking
responsibility for the direction of their
programs of study, and encouraging
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their active engagement in their com
munity.”
Metropolitan State University first
admitted students in 1972. To date,
46,115 students have graduated over its
47 years as a higher education institu
tion. At its founding, there were few
options for students who did not fit the
traditional mold: recent high school
graduates seeking a residential experi
ence. The founders were determined
that Metropolitan State should be a
“college for those who have no col
lege,” and that it would honor the
knowledge that learners brought with
them to the University. Metropolitan
State now enrolls approximately
11,500 students and has a national rep
utation for innovative programs that
empower students.
“Presidents often wish they had a
crystal ball to see into the future. But
as I stand before you today, and look
into your faces, I can see the future—
and I see that it is a bright and promis
ing one,” President Arthur said.
Aaryka Pederson, President’s Out
standing Student award finalist, deliv
ered the afternoon address to the
graduates from the College of Commu
nity Studies and Public Affairs, the
College of Individualized Studies, and
the College of Nursing and Health Sci
ences. Her speech can be viewed at this
URL: https://youtu.be/1OQLFtHs0M0.
“When you meet a challenge in life,
think back to how you persevered
while earning your degree and you
pulled yourself through. Be proud of
yourself and of what you have accom
plished,” Pederson said. She graduates
with summa cum laude honors, with a
bachelor’s degree in nursing from the
College of Nursing and Health Sci
ences.
“You have already shown how
strong you can be by making it here to
day, and I know that that strength will
flow into the rest of your lives, to help
empower you to do great things,” Stu
dent Senate President Heather Moenck
said, addressing the graduating classes.
“Whether you are going into a new ca
reer, graduate school, or just opening
up a new chapter of your life, you are
influential and powerful. Going for
ward, do phenomenal things, challenge
opinions and create a positive change
in the world.” Her speech can be
viewed at: https://youtu.be/cOkZMSY
hOJo.
Outstanding Student honorees rec
ognized at commencement are: Kossi
Ayigah, College of Management; Stacy
Buschmann-Ford, College of Nursing
and Health Sciences; Christopher Sug
den, College of Liberal Arts; Cynthia
Yoder, College of Sciences; Genevieve
Calvillo, College of Individualized
Studies; Jennifer Cannon, College of
Liberal Arts; Raelene Caswell, College
of Community Studies and Public Af
fairs; Rodrigo J. Sanchez, School of
Urban Education; Tess SpenceSing, College of Community Studies
and Public Affairs; Jessica Stew
art, College of Nursing and Health Sci
ences; and Taskin Hague, College of
Management.
Metropolitan State University, a
member of the Minnesota State Col
leges and Universities system, is Amer
ica’s premier university for lifelong
learning, providing unsurpassed, com
petitive academic and professional de
gree programs at the bachelor’s,
master’s and doctoral levels while
maintaining affordability.
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Many thanks to our 2018 donors:
Fred & Nancy Bagshaw Reasoner - Jane Carlstrom
Cliff Carey - Jean Comstock - Greg Cosimini
Cherie Daughton - Nick Duncan
Tinia & Charlie Elite - John Erler - Mark Gallagher
Mary Healy - Sage Holben - Bob Jensen
Bette Johnson - Brent Katzenmaier - Carol Lindberg
David Lyons - Heather Maclaughlin
Dick & Regina McCarthy - Dan McGuiness
Larry Meuwissen & Joyce Maddox - Anna Miller
Misenor Professional Painting, LLC
Nick Okonek - Kirsi Poupore & Travis Welch
Mona Rath - Peter M. Reyes, Sr. - Jean Rivard
Brendan T. Telzrow
Marise Widmer & John Masiulis

Mark Cosimini and Mary Block at the Louvre in Paris, France would rather read the
Dayton's Bluff District Forum than look at Leonardo da Vinci's masterpiece The Virgin
and Child with Saint Anne. We at the Forum support their decision and commend their
excellent taste in reading material.

Several readers send us pictures of themselves reading our newspaper on their
travels. If you'd like to do the same, please email photos to
daytonsbluffdistrictforum@gmail.com.

Karin DuPaul

A group of young neighborhood entrepreneurs selling lemonade on the
corner of a block, just down the street from a Minneapolis & St. Paul Home
Tour featured property in Dayton's Bluff. The kids said they did very well on
Saturday, selling cold lemonade to thirsty home tour visitors for $1.00 per
glass.

Friends of the Forum
Dear Reader,
The Dayton's Bluff District Forum has been a volunteer-run newspaper since the 1980s and has always
operated on a minimal budget. Each issue costs around $1,900 to produce.
For the past three years we have been soliciting donations through our Friends of the Forum program.
Thanks to the donations of readers like you, we have been able to keep the paper up and running.
If you value this community source of information, please consider filling out the form below. Any
amount is appreciated; you may also make memorial donations, or include the Forum in your legacy plan
ning.
If you have been our Friend in the past, please renew your membership with a donation in 2018. Our
goal for 2018 is $5,000; thanks to readers like you, we've raised $2,495 to date – will you help us
reach our goal in 2018?
Sincerely,
The Dayton's Bluff District Forum
Yes, I will become a Friend of the Forum. My tax-deductible check is enclosed, for:
$100 $50 $25 Another amount _____
Or give online: razoo.com/Hopewell-Communications-Incorporated.
Name_________________________________________
Email_________________________________________
Address_______________________________________
City, State, ZIP_________________________________
Phone________________________________________
Make checks payable to:Dayton's Bluff District Forum and mail to 804 Margaret Street, St. Paul, MN
55106. For more information, contact 651-776-0550 or daytonsbluffdistrictforum@gmail.com.
Thank you for your support!

